
There is no doubt that climate change
is taking place and that human activi-
ty is a factor—so this potential glob-

al crisis requires a response, a coordinated
one, from everyone. Governments cannot
solve the crisis alone. We must tap into the
resources available from private enterprise,
in research, data, expertise, ideas, know-
how, personnel, capital and leadership.

Every individual, wherever they live, can make personal choices that help
to preserve the ozone layer, green cover, clean water, and consume less
 fossil fuel.

The United States is committed to doing its part to strengthen ener-
gy security and effectively address climate change. We are fully
engaged in the United Nations effort to develop by next year an envi-
ronmentally effective and economically sustainable post-2012 frame-
work to address climate change. The United States is also working with
our partners, including India, to reach consensus on this and to
advance adoption and deployment of innovative technologies that will
reduce or mitigate environmental damage. 

Our cover package of articles on climate change in this issue of
SPAN presents the urgency of the situation and specific appeals for
global commitment and cooperation, made by former U.S. Vice
President Al Gore, and R.K. Pachauri, chairman of the Intergovern -
mental Panel on Climate Change, during the Nobel Peace Prize cere-
monies in December 2007. We’ve included a review by Arundhati Das
of the Academy Award-winning documentary, An Inconvenient Truth,
which is available for viewing at American Libraries in India. To spur
discussion, we’ve offered the article “An Uncertain Truth,” by Jesse
Lichtenstein, who points out that there is much we still don’t know
about the rate and extent of climate change, and underscores the need
for flexibility by decision-makers.

Americans are finding that public-private partnership is the key to
finding solutions to environmental challenges. Innovations in opera-
tions, machinery, waste handling and new products are already being
implemented by small businesses and major corporations in the
United States and elsewhere. We’ve highlighted some of these in
“Mimicking Mother Nature,” by Andy Isaacson, and “New Technology
Helps Alcoa Cut Greenhouse Gases,” by Edmund F. Scherr. The world
needs new ideas, and that means forward-looking opportunities in the
job market, as Lisa A. Swenarski de Herrera details in “Careers in
Climate Change.” Along with the facts and figures, we hope you will
have fun with the articles on choices that we all can make for the envi-
ronment: paper or plastic bags, manual or automatic car transmis-
sions, vegans or vegetarians.

We are grateful to artist Sujata Bajaj for her generosity in allowing
SPAN to use her environmentally evocative mixed media work, “Fire,”
for our cover. A lovely work of art, like beautiful music, can stir the soul. 
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W
e, the human species, are confron -
ting a planetary emergency, a threat
to the survival of our civilization that
is gathering ominous and destruc-
tive potential even as we gather here.

But there is hopeful news as well: we have the
ability to solve this crisis and avoid the
worst—though not all—of its consequences,
if we act boldly, decisively and quickly.

However, despite a growing number of honorable exceptions,

too many of the world’s leaders are still best described in the

words Winston Churchill applied to those who ignored Adolf

Hitler’s threat: “They go on in strange paradox, decided only to

be undecided, resolved to be irresolute, adamant for drift, solid

for fluidity, all powerful to be impotent.”

So today, we dumped another 70 million tons of global-warming

pollution into the thin shell of atmosphere surrounding our plan-

et…. And tomorrow, we will dump a slightly larger amount, with

the cumulative concentrations now trapping more and more heat

from the sun.

As a result, the earth has a fever. And the fever is rising. The

experts have told us it is not a passing affliction that will heal by

itself. We asked for a second opinion. And a third. And a fourth.

And the consistent conclusion, re stated with increasing alarm, is

that something basic is wrong.

We are what is wrong, and we

must make it right.

Last September 21 [2006], as the

Northern Hemisphere tilted away

from the sun, scientists reported

with unprecedented distress that the

North Polar ice cap is “falling off a

cliff.” One study estimated that it

Excerpts from the Nobel Lecture by Al Gore, former vice president

of the United States, in Oslo, Norway on December 10, 2007.

It’s Time to Make

Al Gore acknowledges the audience at
the University of Miami in Coral
Gables, Florida in February 2007
during a multimedia presentation
about his book on climate change, An
Inconvenient Truth.


